Only record security and revenue markings – firm (or company) chops, PERFINS and Forwarding Agent chops.

To be considered a firm chop the handstamp must be applied to a stamp to protect it from theft or applied to a negotiable postal stationery item to prevent it from being traded. In the case of Forwarding Agent chops we record them even if not applied to a stamp.
We are still interested in taking note of identification markings (those not yet seen applied to a stamp or negotiable postal stationery item) because they are very likely to have been used as security markings although not yet discovered. We are especially interested in complete examples since they may be used to identify partial markings found applied to a stamp and they can then be record as security markings.
 

?We have chosen, rightly or wrongly, to indicate the name of the city indicated in the cds, as the source of a marking. If there are stamps showing different cities, we make two separate entries.

At time is evident that the stamp on cover has a firm chop that was applied before the stamp was affixed. The firm chop is a partial example and does not tie the stamp to the cove.  This suggests that the firm mark would have been collectively stamped on the complete sheet of unused stamps and for individual stamps to be used for postage to be then taken from this marked sheet. I think this may have been a common practice used with a number of firms. It would also make sense for a business to mark their mint stamps ASAP to prevent them disappearing from the office.
