Captain Whalley’s Walk

And there was so much to plunder for the imagination. What it must have been like for Joseph Conrad in the Singapore of the 1880s to have written lines such as those found in Almayer’s Folly: 

Whether they traded in brick godowns or on the muddy river bank; whether they reached after much or little; whether they made love under the shadows of great trees or in the shadow of the cathedral in the Singapore promenade; whether they plotted for their own ends under the protection of laws and according to the rules of Christian conduct….

Captured in those brief lines are two worlds, East and West, Singapore and its surrounding regions, the savage and civilized, bound up in natural affiliations – unquestionable ones. It is Nina, the beautiful half-caste daughter of Kaspar Almayer and a nameless native woman
 who reflects on the penumbric nature of her world. Caught between the dreams of her father for her to attain the status of a civilized Western lady, and her “savage” nature which culminates in her love for Dain Maroola, a Brahmin from Bali -- Nina is the product of her time and place, of restless human desires in a protean world -- and sometimes impossible fulfillment. Almayer, who was compelled to wed Nina’s mother, cannot contain Nina. That world is ultimately, not his for the taking. It exceeds apprehension. 

Almayer was based on the character of half-caste Dutchman Charles Olmeijer who worked for the charismatic William Lingard -- and ruled the trading post in the River Berau in north-east Borneo.
  Both men were married to Malay women. Conrad had first visited Berau in 1887 on a trading ship, the S.S. Vidar
 but had heard much of Olmeijer before from various sources.
  Nina was the name of one of Lingard’s ships but supposedly the wife of a William Olmeijer, possibly the brother of Charles Olmeijer. ‘They’ are Roland St. J. Braddell’s “bold men” and “venturesome trading captains” who had reaped enormous profits, lost their lives to profligacy and piracy, and did much to open up the trade of the port. ‘They’ are the traders and sailors who thronged the various tiffin rooms and taprooms of Singapore – and whose lives – or at least snatches of their lives, Conrad wove together for his stories.  

Just behind St. Andrew’s Cathedral was the Sailors’ Home where Conrad sometimes lodged while in Singapore. Described in The Shadow Line as the Officers’ Home,
 it was a spacious bungalow with generous verandahs once belonging to Joseph Balestier, the first American Consul in Singapore. Joseph Balestier had arrived in Singapore in 1834 as a businessman who started a sugar plantation, and was recognized as Consul by the Court of Directors in London in November 1836 – and officially appointed in June 1837. The immediate result was that American ships were given equal advantages to trade in Singapore, and American trade indeed increased by 8000 tons by the end of June 1837. Joseph Balestier was also actively involved in the early Singaporean community, and his wife was Maria Revere Balestier, the daughter of legendary American Patriot, Paul Revere who had warned of the advancing British troops in Massachusetts on April 18th 1775.
 Cast by the Revere family’s successful foundry in Boston, Maria Balestier presented a large and heavy bell, 32 inches in diameter and 26 inches high, to the first St. Andrew’s Church in 1843. The bell is today on display at the Singapore National Museum. 

In April 1848, Joseph Balestier’s estate, Balestier Plain was placed on the market.  The sugar plantation, and its operation had been a failure. Lying two miles from the town center,  the estate measured one thousand acres of ground. At the time of sale, there were two hundred and twenty acres of cane planted, irrigation facilities, water wheels, a large two-storey dwelling with outhouses, a boiling house, a godown, distilleries, stables, other facilities for the processing of raw sugar – and a garden of fruit trees, rare plants and flowers. On April 22nd, 1851, a Sailors’ Home was proposed. Originally located  at High Street, the premises became too small and by 1857, the Government had bought over Balestier’s home and extensive lands for 12, 000 Rupees or ten years annual subscription. The second Tan Tock Seng Pauper's Hospital was also built on Balestier's Plain in 1869. In 1877, the Sailors’ Home was enlarged by extending the two ends.  However accurate or questionable his experiences, Joseph Conrad’s stay at the Sailors’ home from January 4th to January 19th, 1888, found its way into his stories, from The End of the Tether and The Shadow-Line to Lord Jim. In Lord Jim,
 Jim paid a Spanish dollar a day for his lodgings at the home, and Norman Sherry corroborates this with the information found in the 1877 Singapore and Straits Directory. In The Shadow-Line Conrad describes the manager of the Sailors’ Home as moralistic, self-important, and a strict disciplinarian.
 Sherry also identifies the 1888 Superintendent of the Home as a self-righteous character called C. Philips who had been an ‘Inspector of Brothels’ and a zealous temperance worker who held regular meetings at the Sailors’ Home. One is not certain how the Sailors’ Home was managed but certainly, as Sherry hints in his book Conrad’s Eastern World, merry-making was not to be found there.

Instead the joie de vivre was in the tiffin rooms:

On the site of Whiteaway’s Building
 there stood in olden times a long rambling building – the home of old-established firms such as Motion and Co., Hammer and Co., Hartwig and Co., McAlister and Co., C. Gaggino and Co., and the then famous restaurant and tiffin-rooms which were a regular haunt of all and sundry, from the Tuan Besar
 down to the seafaring class. In those old times there was more of the “hail fellow well met” feeling throughout the community of Singapore, and when the captain-owners of the pioneer trading vessels, such as Ross and Lingard, met, there was quite an air of joviality, and conversation all round became of a more rollicking nature than one can find in John Little’s tiffin room at present.
 

The rollicking tiffin rooms described above were the Emmerson Tiffin Rooms located next to Cavanagh Bridge.
 Frederick William Burbidge, having been commissioned by the Chelsea horticultural firm of James Veitch and Sons to collect ornamental plants from Borneo in 1877 wrote in his accounts on Singapore, which he described as “the Liverpool of the East”. For food, Burbidge recommended one to: 

look in at Emmersons for tiffin, and a glance at the home papers and telegrams. Tiffin is much like breakfast, only nearly all the dishes are cold. The curries here are excellent; and a well-made salad of fresh green vegetables is a treat, when the temperature is 92 degrees in the shade.
  

The Tiffin Rooms were extremely popular for many years, especially on Saturday afternoons. The owner was an American, Mr. Charles Emmerson, known fondly among locals, as ‘The Colonel’ who arrived in Singapore on October, 1860. He was the first practicing Veterinary Surgeon in Singapore but was clearly more successful as an entertainer and proprietor of Singapore’s more convivial premises. Emmerson’s Tiffin Rooms were then the equivalent of the friendly neighbourhood pubs and Charles Emmerson was the “typical barman” who “always greeted every customer as he came in, and was full of stories and jokes suitable to all tastes, from a parson to a skipper.”
 Emmerson kept a cash box full of unpaid chits amounting to hundreds of dollars, marked ‘for sale’. His first tiffin-room was located on Battery Road and was relocated when it became a hotel. The Clarendon Hotel had a pavilion for bachelors and a bar and billiard room -- and was located in two large houses at the right hand corner of Middle Road and Beach Road
 – or so one remembers. Certainly the hotel was somewhere on Beach Road but J. H. Drysdale, recalling fifty years after he first arrived in Singapore as a young engineer in 1872 remembers the Clarendon at the site of the Raffles Hotel which was at the corner of Bras Basah Road and Beach Road. Wherever the hotel could have been, Emmerson nonetheless kept a lively house. A popular amateur actor who did much to promote theatre and cultural activities in Singapore, Charles Emmerson died in 1883 having added much to the life of Singapore during his twenty three years of residence.

The first hotel was opened by a Mr. John Francis in 1832 at the north end of Commercial Square.
 It had the requisite billiard room and restaurant. George Dutronquy’s  London Hotel at the corner of Coleman Street and the Esplanade was equipped with a “long tiled building called a bowling alley” and as Charles Walter Kinloch once complained:

This pandemonium is lit up every night, and is filled with townspeople and others, who play at bowls and drink brandy and water until a late hour of the night. The alley, as it is called, is very profitable to the proprietor; but it is a great nuisance to the inmates of the hotel.

 By the late 1880s, hotels, restaurants and bars thronged the area near and around the esplanade, once a fashionable residential district. The Hotel de l’Europe and the Raffles Hotel shared top honours boasting sea views along with first class cuisines, porters and other creature comforts. The Hotel Europe, opened in 1857 as Hotel de l’Europe,
 and was the Raffles Hotel’s greatest rival, being better located as the only hotel to face the Esplanade. In 1871, Frank Vincent, a young American traveler had this to say about the hotel:

We engaged a Malay prow to take us ashore, and are landed near the Hotel d’Europe, to which our good captain has recommended us. This hotel we find to be very large and comfortable, situated  in the midst of beautiful gardens, facing “the green,” and commanding a fine view of the straits, the large island of Bintang in the distance, and the Chinese junks and foreign shipping in the harbour. Attached to the establishment, which is kept by a German is that “peculiar institution” an American bar-room, where California mixed drinks are served, and there is besides a “regular down east Boston Arctic soda-water fountain;” and a reading-room, where one will find papers and journals, in four or five languages, from New York, London, Bombay, Calcutta, Batavia, Hong Kong, Shanghae, Yokohama, and San Francisco…. 

The buildings in the old Hotel de l’Europe were divided between bachelor quarters and family blocks until a grand Edwardian-Baroque building, with lifts, replaced it in 1907 whereupon it simply became the Hotel Europe. Horace Bleackley, visiting in 1925 praised the hotel’s manager Arthur Odell as a genius for having made the Hotel Europe a household name and creating the best hotel in Asia in such an uncompromising environment.  

The Hotel Europe … faces the sea and is divided from the Padang merely by a road. Its reception-rooms have been made adequate after elaborate alteration, and there is a restaurant and a lounge and a large dining-hall, which, unlike that at the Raffles Hotel, has to serve also as a ballroom. But the rest of the building is old-fashioned and ill-suited to the tropics. It is wonderful that a first-class hotel can be conducted under such circumstances.

The Hotel Europe did not survive the competition
 – and closed in 1932, forced into bankruptcy.

In the 1860s, there were eight hotels, six billiard rooms and three bowling alleys.
 Two notable hotels were located along Coleman Street. The Adelphi  Hotel and the Hotel de La Paix stood adjacent to each other, numbering 1 and 2, and 3 Coleman Street respectively. The Adelphi was established in 1863 and was popular among German and Dutch visitors. By 1906, The Adelphi was rebuilt on the site of its former neighbour Hotel de La Paix,  and managed by Johannes Sarkies and Co. with “service-de-luxe” and promising “magnificent marble effects and sumptuous apartments”.
 At the corner of Coleman Street and North Bridge Road was a concert and dancing hall, the original Tingel-tangel (or Tingle-Tangle). The Tingel-Tangel was then moved to New Bridge Road where it was managed by an Austrian proprietor who employed attractive East European hostesses, and had a “very decent string band, the lady-performers being allowed to dance with visitors. Sometimes rather rowdy scenes occurred, but the Tingel-tangel was on the whole very well conducted.”
 T. J. Keaughran, making a return visit to Singapore in 1887, noted the dissolving ethnic divisions as originally laid out in Stamford Raffles’s town plan. Buildings with “picturesque lines” were being cramped in, melding into the hustle and bustle of the crowded streets. High Street,
 probably the first street formed in Singapore with its original eight compound houses leading towards Government Hill and its so very European identity, had given way to a host of European and Asiatic trades such as tailors, silk vendors, jewellers and street trades. On High Street was also the notorious Kugelman’s bar, hotel and restaurant that had entertained many a guest in the 1860s and ‘70s. Kugelman, horsebreaker and barman, known for his strength was the first to employ Australian barmaids in Singapore. More importantly,  Kugelman’s offered late night suppers of cold cuts and grill along with The Egg Club. And not to forget, there was the Moses Pavilion, located at Hock Lam Street (two blocks down from the Sailors’ Home on North Bridge Road), if one wished for more recreation such as billiards and bowling. At the end of High Street was yet another boisterous hotel, The Union. Complete with bar, billiards and skittle-bowling, The Union Hotel was popular with the sailors who desired longer stays.

By the 1880s, Beach Road stretched from the river to the Clyde Terrace Market which was built in 1872 before it swerved left into Crawfurd Street near the Rochore River.
 The Chinese had more than one name for Beach Road. It was no longer simply known as Yi-Shap Kan or Twenty Houses Road since the older European residences had been converted into hotels and other purposes -- but as Thit Pa-Sat Hau or iron market referring to Clyde Terrace Market and its iron-work.
 Beach Road was also Kampong Hoi Pin (Cantonese) or Sio-Po hai-ki (Hokkien) meaning small town or village by the sea shore referring to Kampong Glam. Kampung Glam was a small village originally where the Bugis and Arabs settled and according to Raffles’s town plan was located near the mouth of the Rochor River. In 1823, the Sultan, his family, the Temenggung and the court were allotted estate in Kampung Glam, then near a mangrove swamp with impossible access. Beach Road was laid out soon after that, particularly when the European merchants were choosing to settle near and towards Kampung Glam. Near the end of Beach Road is  a mosque, with spire-like minaret tower, built around 1845-1846.

The Hajjah Fatimah Mosque was built by a wealthy businesswoman, Hajjah Fatimah from Malacca, in gratitude for her many fortunate escapes from robbery and fires.
 In fact she lived till 98 years of age. Hajjah Fatimah was a prominent Malay lady in Singapore and was well-connected with various royal families in the Malay states. She had married a Bugis prince from the Celebes and ran a successful fleet of vessels and prows. Her daughter, Raja Siti married Syed Ahmad bin Abdulrahman Alsagoff, the son of a well-known Arab businessman from Palembang, Abdulrahman Alsagoff. The Mosque is unusual, for as Dr. Seow Eu Jin states: 

The Fatimah Mosque represents an example of virtual architectural syncretism where the Classical theme is apparently used by a British architect for a Singapore mosque built by a Malacca Malay lady, married to a Bugis Sultan whose daughter married the scion of an Arab family from Palembang, who employed Chinese architects to reconstruct the main building using French contractors and Malay artisans.
   

The most distinctive feature of the mosque, which could be attributed to John Turnbull Thomson is the spire – or the minaret tower which appears to replicate the tower spire of the first St. Andrew’s Church. The architect was an unknown European but the tower bears the classical elements such as “pilasters with Tuscan capitals, an arched recess panel, an entablature complete with dental frieze and a parapet inset with glazed green Chinese porcelain tiles.”
 Consisting of four levels, and leaning slightly, each octagonal level diminishes in size. Sometime in 1932, the Alsagoff family contracted the architectural firm of Chung and Wong to rebuild the main prayer hall in the Saracenic style while the contractor was a French firm, Brossard and Mopin, specialists in reinforced concrete, who employed Malay artisans to work on the project. Whatever the architectural orientations, the mosque stands today as a national monument with its tower still slightly lurching.

By 1880, the Esplanade or The Padang was still a popular public resort. From cricket to evening drives, the Esplanade was also popular with “corpulent Dutch visitors from Java, staying at a neighbouring hotel.” These visitors would stroll:

in bunches and of half a dozen, bare headed and hat in hand, accompanied by buxom and bouncing Dutch ladies, whose shrill laughs occasionally rent the air with their merry glee; while parties of tall Germans brimful of pride and elated with their recent  successes in the Franco-Prussian war, strode along with military gait and enveloped in clouds of cigar smoke.
    

The original open space along the beach, as envisioned by Raffles, and the 1840s world of Scandal Point had also changed considerably.  In 1887, the Esplanade was:

enclosed by a lime of stone pillars and chain and the edge encircled the trees: it is covered with a beautiful green sward which relieves the eye from the reflection thrown off from hard dusty metal roads surrounding it. Taken together with the roads that embrace the enclosure and a stripe of foreshore, the whole perhaps comprises about ten acres.

If Joseph Conrad had to walk from the Sailors’ Home to Emmerson’s Tiffin Rooms which were just across Cavenagh Bridge, he could have walked diagonally towards St. Andrews Church  then across the Esplanade, passing the Cricket grounds and the Cricket Pavillion, and eventually, the Dalhousie Obelisk and then make his way across Cavenagh Bridge. He could of course, have desired a longer or more busy route, walking west along North Bridge Road, passing Coleman Street then turning left along High Street where he might partake in some souvenir shopping before he crosses the river to the tiffin rooms and down to the harbour where the Tanjong Pagar Docks were. The tiffin rooms would have been on his right and if he made a left, he would find himself heading for the General Post Office, an elegant Classical building with Mansard Roofs located at Fort Fullerton
 -- and the Harbour Office, built on land reclaimed in the early 1820s and late 1850s. He could have also taken a rickshaw or a tram to the Western side of the harbour depending on his pocket.

This is the route that the half-blind and penniless Captain Whalley could have taken in The End of the Tether
 when he makes his way to the harbour.
 There are some geographical vagaries here. Whalley is staying at the hotel which Norman Sherry suggests is the old Hotel de l’Europe – a hotel that emerges in Lord Jim and The Shadow-Line. The description of the side verandahs and lofty ceiling resembles pictures of the hotel in the 1880s. If Whalley had stayed in the Sailor’s Home as in The Shadow Line, Conrad must have had his protagonist stroll down along North Bridge Road, and the equivalent of either Stamford Road, Coleman Street or High Street and quite possibly walk across the Esplanade -- or before, turn right onto what is now St. Andrew’s Road and down towards the shorefront. These were the “avenues [which] ended at the sea.” If Whalley was indeed staying at the Hotel de l’Europe which was located at the corner of High Street and the Esplanade (or St. Andrew’s Road), then it would have been a shorter walk either across the green, or down High Street or Coleman Street to the shorefront, depending on one’s mood. But there is mentioned of coming slowly “to the end of the avenue before the cathedral,” and this resembles St. Andrew’s Road where the Hotel de l’Europe was. Nonetheless, Whalley must have been near or at Beach Road to observe “it was a terraced shore.” Captain Whalley, having looked at the roadstead with its distant sails must have turned right and walked down “the avenues of big trees” which ran “straight over the Esplanade, cutting each other at diverse angles, columnar above and luxuriant above.” Whalley heads down what is or might be Beach Road with the “reedy cast-iron lamp-posts in a long perspective” while a “succession of open carriages” bowls along the newly opened sea-road.  In 1884, the portion of the Esplanade lying between the road and the sea, from the old Raffles Institution to Cavenagh Bridge had been leveled, sloping seawards and laid with turf with garden benches placed in shady areas.
 Whalley reaches Cavenagh Bridge, that is, the “little bridge” and continues walking down to the harbour to the mammoth Consolidated Docks Company.  The walk is not particularly pleasant, since this would have taken place during or near the end of the major Teluk Ayer land reclamation project. Joseph Conrad  has Whalley negotiate a: 

recently opened and untidy thoroughfare with rudimentary sidewalks and a soft layer of dust cushioning the whole width of the road. One end touched the slummy street of Chinese Shops near the harbour, the other drove straight on without houses for a couple of miles, through patches of jungle like vegetation, to the yard gates of the new Consolidated Docks Company.

The trams were already running then since Whalley hears the “toot—toot—toot of the cable car beginning to roll before the empty peristyle of the Public Library on its three-mile journey to the New Harbour Docks.”
 Conrad had made enough stops at Singapore between 1883 and 1888 to have followed the progress and pitfalls of the Teluk Ayer reclamation project.  He might have drawn artistic license from the construction of Anson Road and Robinson Road. Anson Road forked near the foot of Mount Palmer; to the left was Teluk Ayer Street 
 – hence “the slummy street of Chinese Shops” -- and to the right, Robinson Road, which ended at Raffles Place, Kling Street,
 Battery Road and South Boat Quay.

The plan was to build a seawall extending from Collyer Quay to Tanjong Pagar, and fill up the tidal-swamps.
 Eventually, the same would be done from the north side of the Singapore River towards Beach Road in order to widen the Esplanade. In order to facilitate the reclamation, enough earth had to be dredged up to fill up the beach along Teluk Ayer. The government had to cut through Mount Wallich, and the land at the foot of Mount Palmer. Mount Palmer presented some difficulty since the land belonged to James Guthrie and the road had to pass through that property including a sixty feet passage through a Malay village.
 Nonetheless Anson Road was laid out in 1880 and Robinson Road, perhaps between 1882-1884. Robinson Road could have been opened for public use only a few years later. By 1886 the average price for land in Teluk Ayer was $1.17 per square foot in comparison with $8.68 for an acre in the country.
 According to James Rennie in 1900, Cecil Street and Robinson Road “were hardly built upon.”
 The description concerning the patches of jungle-like vegetation in The End of the Tether would be consistent with the Guthrie lands since at that time, despite the size of the Tanjong Pagar Dock company, some parts in the north (Tanjong Malang or Malang Spit) were still not developed. Conrad of course not only shuffled his characters and places but played with chronology as well to preserve the realm of the fictional landscape. Conrad’s Singapore was a particular location which led from New Harbour to North Boat Quay and the area around the Esplanade – quite possibly as far as the Sailors’ home at the corner of North Bridge and Stamford Roads. But it was still Singapore.

Yet another reclamation project took place in 1890. The Esplanade was widened (fifteen and half acres) and the road that went around it was initially called New Esplanade Road, only to be renamed Connaught Drive, in commemoration of the Duke of Connaught’s visit in 1906. In the same year, the Esplanade became known as the Padang and Esplanade Road which was where the Hotel Europe was, became St. Andrew’s Road.  In 1890, a line of new Angsana trees were planted on the side of the Esplanade which faced the sea. These replaced the older Angsana trees which were planted near the river end of the Esplanade and were originally brought over from Malacca by a Rajah Hadjee and planted sometime around 1820.  The trees had flourished long enough before they died of decay.  The new trees -- feared by many residents to block the seaview -- grew gracefully and quickly, the leafy boughs -- their branches high enough to afford a generous seascape. However in 1916, the trees were attacked and destroyed by fungus.
 In 1943, more land was reclaimed and the results were the Esplanade Park and Queen Elizabeth Walk. The new space was laid out to include existing memorials such as the Tan Kim Seng fountain (1882) which was moved from Fullerton Square in 1925 and The Cenotaph (1922), as well as accommodate new memorials such as the Lim Bo Seng memorial (1954) for a World War II martyr and resistance fighter who was tortured and killed by the Japanese -- and the Merlion fountain (1972), which is located at the end of Queen Elizabeth Walk at the mouth of the river. The Raffles statue of 1887 which stood in the center of the Padang was moved to the front of the Town Hall (presently the Victoria Theatre and Memorial Hall) in 1919. The granite with bronze Cenotaph built to commemorate the 124 Singaporeans who gave their lives in World War I was designed by Denis Santry for Swan and Maclaren based on Sir Edwin Lutyens’s Whitehall Cenotaph (1920).
 From cricket to football (soccer), from the British surrender to the Japanese surrender at the beginning and end of World War 2, from pomp and circumstance to leisurely walks, the Padang has sustained and entertained the social life of Singapore since its inception in 1822.

But none more sustaining than the game of cricket – and such are the legacies of Empire. Sometime, on a Sunday afternoon in 1837, some Europeans played cricket at the Esplanade. Some objection was made against the activity as violating the “Fourth Commandment” on the Esplanade and the game ceased for a while.
 In 1843 when Henry Keppel showed up in Singapore on board the Dido, he initiated a game of cricket between his officers and local Singaporeans. The Singaporean Free Press gave a glowing report of the game:

We have lately been much gratified by seeing the manly game of Cricket resumed in this Settlement. A very interesting match is now being played between the officers of H.M.S Dido and Singaporeans. We observed among the players several excellent bowlers.

We know that cricket at the Esplanade became a regular activity given J.T. Thomson’s painting of the Esplanade in 1851. In 1865, John Cameron was careful to inform foreign readers that cricket played in Singapore was one and the very same game played in England.
  In 1852, a meeting was held to establish a Singapore Cricket Club (SCC) and there were twenty-eight initial members.
 The first recorded cricket game was played on October 14th 1852 under the title ‘A Picked Eleven against the Club’. Actually, according to G. P. Owen,
 member of the SCC in 1920, “there were six on one side and nine on the other. The picked lot made 11 in the first innings and 1 in the second; and the Club making 14 and 12, won easily”. The second match, played a week later, was called ‘A Scratch Match between Sixteen Gentleman’. Nearly six months later on March 1853, the first eleven-a-side match was played, and the score book ceased recording matches until 1860 when the Club played against members of the 40th Madras Native Infantry and the 11th Punjab Infantry with the Club winning by 76 runs.  In April 1865, the match against The Royal Artillery saw one hundred runs made for the first time as the total of one innings. It was only in the 1890s that the SCC played inter-colonial matches pitting against not only the states in the Malay peninsular like Perak, Penang and Selangor but Hong Kong, Shanghai, Colombo and Batavia  as well.  In 1896, the SCC did not lose a single match. Eventually, the team toured as far as Burma, Siam and Australia.  In 1937, Sir Julian Cahn’s XI played a three-day match and was the first English team to visit Malaya and the SCC.

And it was about camaraderie, sociality, belonging and self-discipline. In 1836, there were altogether 141 Europeans on the island; with 105 males and 36 females. There was an improvement to the gender balance in the 1849 census with 243 males and 117 females. In comparison, the 1849 census recorded the Chinese population (all the dialect groups) as 27, 988.
  Life for some of these Europeans, on the island before the Suez opened -- beyond the activity of trade and governance -- was rather dull, listless, insular, gossipy and marked with ennui and conservatism. By turning religion to its advantage, the justification for the establishment of the Singapore Cricket Club took the discourse of muscular Christianity. That sports would provide the proverbial cold shower to the temptations of the flesh and a healthy body ensured a healthy mind. It was character forming in keeping with gentlemanly ideals. The 1852 Straits Times reported that “cricket is beyond all doubt a powerful agent in keeping away that dreaded disease, cholera.”  

But no cricket club is without a cricket pavilion.  If there are eternal signifiers of Empire, the cricket pavilion is a notable one, and the game itself went beyond the colonizing influence – if not one which the English themselves might have regretted ever passing on to the natives. Consider the recent Bollywood movie, Lagaan (2001) with its imperial inter-racial love triangle, and the cricket match between the draconian British officers and the poor Indian villagers. Guess who won?  If anything it is in the gentlemanly game of cricket that colonialism and its darker allusions, mainly the capacious concept of “cultural imperialism”, is contestable in light of contemporary following for the game and the test rankings.
 In Singapore, the once all-exclusive European membership of the Singapore Cricket Club was not simply a matter of racism or prejudice. Clubs and clans offered a sense of belonging and created business networks in distant shores and foreign societies. If the Chinese had their clubs, clan halls and secret associations, why not the bored Englishman residing in faraway lands?
 If anything, such clubs and associations were necessary to the life of the community, the preservation of identity, and contributed to the protean landscape of Singapore. The genius of Colonial Singapore was -- beyond matters of governance and municipal administration -- allowing the races to regulate their own affairs.
 Multi-culturalism in fact never had it so good.

The first sports club in Singapore was the Billiard’s Club formed on October 1st, 1829 which met for a brief while in one of the bungalows facing the Esplanade.
 The other games or recreational pursuits were Fives and the court was located in Empress Place as well as in Armenian Street. The other sporting pursuits were Horse-Racing, Regattas, Swimming, Gymnastics and later on, Lawn Tennis, Rugby, Football (Association), Field Hockey, Golf and Shikar (game-hunting).  There had been certain inconveniences for the cricketers prior to the pavilion such as having to store their gear in the Masonic Hall which was located at the corner of Coleman Street. The absence of a bar in the Masonic Hall also presented a difficulty. Later, a make-shift tent would be pitched at the south-western corner of the Esplanade with a ‘boy’ running to the hotel (quite likely the Hotel de l’Europe) to fetch the drinks. Sometime in the 1860s, a wooden pavilion was built under the large trees. In 1877, another pavilion was built this time in the middle of the south end of the Esplanade; a single storey structure but slightly more elegant with a wrought-iron verandah.  By then, the Young Men’s Cricket Club was formed, but consisting of Eurasians who eventually started, and built their own club exactly cross the other end of the Esplanade. The third pavilion, built in 1884, was a two-storey building designed by Swan and Maclaren and the SCC had grown to a club of 378 members.  By 1911, the membership rose to 762 and the SCC added a new façade to their old pavilion. The work was started in 1907 and some of the most distinctive features were the truncated wings, a raised floor and expansion to the verandah. While the new building reflected the pavilion architecture of the times, the architecture of the Royal Selangor Cricket Club in Kuala Lumpur (founded in 1884 and affectionately called The Spotted Dog or The Dog) adopted a Tudor theme surpassing the SCC in character.
Nonetheless the SCC spawned off more clubs and associations including the Ladies Lawn Tennis Club in 1884. With the widening of the Esplanade in 1890, the SCC also sponsored two Lawn Tennis Championships a year.  With the pavilion of the Singapore Cricket Club gracing the Esplanade in the south end, the Singapore Recreation Club (SRC), formed by the Eurasian Community in 1884 would grace the north end.
 Non-Eurasians were only allowed membership in 1955 and membership was opened to all in 1963. By 1920, the SCC and the SRC controlled and managed the Esplanade since they had leased the ground from the municipality for various sporting events throughout the year. Not to be outdone, yet another recreation club was formed on January 14th 1885 by the Straits Chinese. The Straits Chinese Recreational Club was located on the other side of the river in Hong Lim Green
, off South Canal Road where the old Jewish Quarter,
 and the first Jewish synagogue were located. The Club adopted such European outdoor sports as cricket, lawn tennis and association football. The club’s pavilion was also constructed in the same year and shows up in maps as the Chinese Pavilion. The first cricket match was played against the Sepoy Lines Cricket Club. Interest in cricket waned, and eventually the members turned to tennis and football, and indoor games such as chess and billiards. Perhaps a more successful club was the Chinese Swimming Club at Tanjong Katong, founded in 1905 with the object of promoting the “useful art of swimming” among the Singapore Chinese, and “life-saving and physical culture.” Certainly more liberal in its admissions of members and guests, the club is not only patronized by the Straits Chinese but Chinese merchants of all clans. Members’ wives and children, are of course welcomed guests.
 There were no European members.

When John Turnbull Thomson, the Government  Surveyor of Singapore (1841-1853) started his career in Penang (1838-1841), he was barely eighteen.  After twelve months in the settlement, he had familiarize himself to the Malayan language, the lingua franca of all the merchants and races in the region. And so for Thomson, “a soft  flowing language issued out of the apparent chaos of words”. In Penang, he became close friends with a prominent Chinese merchant called Kockchai whom he shared many discussions with – in Malay -- over politics, agriculture, the East India Company, and religion. Kockchai for example, was puzzled over how a company of merchants could hold the greatest empire in the East when empires were usually led by Emperors and Sultans. The discussions were mostly instructive for Thomson, “practical, amusing, scientific. The little secrets of culture, the times of bearing, and the profits, were all thoroughly sifted by this intelligent Indo-Chinese.” Yet Thomson, in his ever enlightened state and man of science, was critical of the superstitions and faith of the Chinese – claiming that though they might be critical of their own ways sometimes, they were still unaware of the higher faith, i.e. Christianity. Yet what clearly troubles Thomson here in his relationship with Kockchai, is quite possibly, Thomson’s painful awareness of his own foreignness. In his accounts of Kockchai, Thomson has never stepped into Kockchai’s domestic realm, “the interior economy of his house was a sealed book to me.”  More puzzling was the fact that, despite the close friendship, he never saw Kockchai’s wife or daughters: “To have exposed these to the gaze of his friend the white man, would have been a cause of shame to him – to have asked their acquaintance an insult not to be forgiven.” And while Thomson tries to rationalize such arrangements as consistent with the eccentric habits of the natives, he might have also suspected that friendship with Kockchai had its limitations. Friendship stopped at the gates of Kockchai’s private realm -- John Thomson could never have entered that world.
 It was inscrutable. One wonders then, did  Kockchai ever consider Thomson a friend as Thomson understood a ‘friend’ or friendship to be – or just a convenient English informant for the Chinaman’s amusement?

To return to The End of the Tether. 
Captain Whalley had not realized he had walked so far, from his hotel to the harbour docks. “The earth is big” he muses, and from that point, he is suddenly aware that “the Esplanade was very quiet; only from afar, from very far, a long way from the seashore, across the stretches of grass, through the long ranges of trees.”
 
�. Joseph Conrad (1923) Almayer’s Folly. London & Toronto: J.M. Dent, 43.





�. Except known as Mrs. Almayer.


�. See G. Jean-Aubry (1927) Joseph Conrad Life and Letters. Vol. 1. London: Heinemann, 48-98.  See also Norman Sherry (1966) Conrad’s Eastern World. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 89-138. Sherry provides immense details of Conrad’s world, and the sources for his characters. The information regarding William Lingard here is indispensable. Sherry also argues that the last year between July 1887 to March 1888 was the most fertile year for Conrad in terms of his experiences in Singapore and surrounding regions.





�. The nature of shipping and trading in those parts of the world and at that time is pretty much captured in the composition of the ship.  The Vidar which became a Dutch ship, had belonged to a rich Arab, Syed Massin bin al Jaffree -- and was then sold to a Dutch captain. When Conrad served as second mate on the Vidar, he made at least six voyages between August 22nd, 1887 and January 5th, 1888, between Singapore to Bulungan in Borneo. The crew consisted of at least 4 Europeans, 12 Malays (from various regions), and 82 Chinese, employed for loading and unloading of rubber, cane, gutta percha, gum and resin. See Jean-Aubry, 95.


  


�. Conrad had said that “If I had not got to know Olmeijer/Almayer pretty well, it is almost certain there would never have been a line of mine in print.” Joseph Conrad (1925) “A Personal Record” in The Mirror of the Sea, Memories and Impressions. London: Gresham, 87.


I had seen him for the first time, some four years before from the bridge of a steamer moored to a rickety little wharf forty miles up….a Bornean river…… He was clad simply in flapping pyjamas of cretonne pattern (enormous flowers with yellow petals on a disagreeable blue ground) and a thin cotton singlet with short sleeves. His arms, bare to the elbows, were crossed on his chest. His black hair looked as it it had not been cut for a very long time….I had heard of him at Singapore…I had heard of him in a place called Pulo Laut…in a place called Dongola, in the Island of Celebes…. (74-75)


 


�. See page 618 in Conrad, J. (1953) “The Shadow-Line.” Tales of Land and Sea USA: Hanover House, 611-695.





�. Maria Revere Balestier was the daughter of Paul Revere’s second wife, Rachel Walker. Mrs. Balestier died on August 22nd 1847, after 13 years in Singapore. C. B. Buckley (1902/1965). An Anecdotal History of Old Times in Singapore 1819 - 1867. Vols.  Kuala Lumpur, University of Malaya Press,  290.
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�. These buildings were once known as Flint’s Building which was located next to the riverbank. Flint’s building was eventually taken down and replaced by the imposing Chartered Bank on the corner of Raffles Square.  See the chapter entitled ‘Wish you were here’. 





�. Malay for the Big Man – could also be connoted negatively to mean  swaggering businessman. The Chinese equivalent in those times would have been Taukay.





�. J. H. Drysdale “Awakening Old Memories” in W. Makepeace, et. al (eds.)(1921). One Hundred Years of Singapore. 2 Vols. London, John Murray, V. II, 540.





�.  Built 1868/69. Named after Orfeur Cavenagh, Straits Governor (1861-1867). Governor Ord had requested it to be called Edinburgh Bridge because it was first used during the visit of the Duke of Edinburgh.  





�. F. W. Burbidge (1880) The Gardens of the Sun: or a Naturalist’s Journal on the Mountains and in the Forests and Swamps of Borneo and the Sulu Archipelago. London: John Murray, 19.


 


�. Roland St. J. Braddell “The Merry Past, The Good Old Days.” in Makepeace, V.II, 465-538, 505.





�. This probably included the house of John Henry Velge, a close friend of Jose d’Almeida. He owned one of the biggest houses on Beach Road. Buckley, 185.





�. Who went on to open a Butcher’s Shop in 1840 at Telok Ayer street.





�. Charles Walter Kinloch (1852) The Singapore Chapter of Zieke Reiziger; or Rambles in Java and the Straits in 1852 by a Bengal Civilian. London: Simpkin, Marshall and Co. republished 1984 by Antiques of the Orient, Singapore, 1. We must remember that by 1852, George Dutronquay had already disappeared and the hotel was being run by his wife and son.





�. The building was erected in 1855.





�. Frank Vincent in Micheal Wise (1996) Travellers’ Tales of Old Singapore. Brighton, UK: In Print Publishing, 87.
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�. Rooms were thirty shillings a day in 1924 which was no small fee.





�. The government bought the land in 1934 and the Supreme Court was constructed between 1937-1939. See Gretchen Liu (1996) In Granite and Chunam. Singapore: Landmark Books,  71-81.





�. This refers to the game of skittle bowling.





�. The Straits Time Annual advertisement, 1905. The new Adelphi was designed by Swan and Maclaren. The Adelphi became The Burlington Hotel. There is some confusion regarding the hotels and their exact location at Coleman Street. As a plea towards restoration and conservation, ‘The Friends of Singapore’ tried to prevent 3, Coleman Street from destruction. However, the booklet they put out had some questionable data, including the assumed meeting of Joseph Conrad and the fictional ‘Tom Lingard’. If the ‘Friends of Singapore’ did their homework, perhaps they would have been more successful since Tom Lingard’s character was based on William Lingard.  See The Friends of Singapore (1964) The House in Coleman Street. Singapore.





�. Makepeace, V.II, 183.





�. Laid out by a Lieutenant Ralfe in 1819. It became the trading ground of Northern Indian settlers such as Sikhs and Sindhis. The Chinese of course give it a different name Siang Che Lo or two-wells street being some two wells at the foot of Fort Canning once upon a time. Keys and Edwards, 283.





�. A small land reclamation project took place in 1870 around the Rochore River.





�. The Tamil name for Beach Road was quite similar, Kadal karei sadakku or ‘road by the seaside’. Clyde Terrace does not exist anymore and is now the site for the Plaza Hotel (work started 1972).





�. The Hajjah Fatimah Mosque was built at Java Road but the area had changed considerably. Java Road no longer exists and has become part of Beach Road.





�. Buckley, 565.


�. See Norman Edwards and Peter Keys, (1988) A Guide to Buildings, Streets, Places. Singapore: Times Books, 269.
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�. Gazetted in 1973.





�. Keaughran, 19.  On May 21st, 1881, Donald Campbell McNabb on his Grand Tour of the East arrived in Singapore. He found it a “ delightful place” and “saw a lot of Germans here,” “talking the trade out of the hands of our merchants who are chiefly Scotsmen.” See McNabb Letters IOR MSS Eur F 206/140. In 1881, there were 125 Germans in Singapore, the second largest European population after the British who counted in at 865, while the French were a close 64 with the Austrians numbering 40. Marriott in Makepeace, V.I, 361.





�. Ibid.





�. Built in 1874 and between the Exchange Building and the Master’s Attendant Office to form Change Alley. It was first a one-storey building and in 1883, a second-storey was added. The GPO was described by Conrad in The End of the Tether as the ‘most important post-office in the East’, 180. The building was demolished in the mid-1920s to make way for the more eclectic Fullerton Building, also the General Post Office -- and now a luxurious hotel.


 


�. All references to The End of the Tether are cited from Joseph Conrad (1903) Youth and the End of The Tether. New York: Doubleday. 





�. This is a reconstruction of a reconstructed walk. The walk here is not exactly described in the story. But if Whalley was indeed staying at the hotel, it would be quite likely the route discussed here if he wanted to make his way to the harbour. I have pieced together the route from the various landmarks given in The End of the Tether. There is a near similar walk in Conrad’s The Shadow Line. Captain Whalley there walks from the Harbour Office to the Sailors’ home – thus taking the opposite direction.





�. “Annual Report on the Forest Department for the year 1884.” Straits Settlements Report #28, 1885.





�. Conrad pulled the name from William Cloughton’s docks which was The New Harbour Dock Company.





�. One of the oldest streets in Singapore. Teluk Ayer Street originally fronted the sea and was recognizable to all travelers making their way from or towards New Harbour by the ‘Chinese Joss House’ or the Thian Hock Keng Temple, the oldest surviving temple in Singapore, built in 1839-1842 with materials brought from China, dedicated to Ma Zu Po (Mother of Heavenly Sages),  to guide and protect sailors. Bound up with the history of the Fukien Community, the funds to build the temple were largely donated by the philanthropist, Tan Tock Seng (1798-1850), father of Tan Kim Seng, who also donated funds for the Tan Tock Seng Pauper’s Hospital. Teluk Ayer street became the gathering point for all Chinese immigrants, all manner of trades, clan associations, secret societies, religious buildings – and slavery. By the late 1870s, it became highly congested and polluted. After the Teluk Ayer reclamation in 1879, Teluk Ayer Street was pushed five blocks back from the sea. See Edwards and Keys, 457.





�. Kling Street or Chuliah Street is where Market Street ends in a ‘T-junction’. It is the area where Raffles had hoped to allot space for the Chuliah town depending on the number or immigrants from the Coromandel Coast. In 1822, supposedly Chuliah immigration had increased to the point that the community demanded a headman as per Raffles’s instructions that each native group appoint their own community leader who will report to the Resident Councillor. In 1824, various Indian groups counted together as 746 persons. By 1911, the ‘Indian races’ numbered 27,770. In 1911, as well, all the Chinese counted in at 219, 577 persons. See Marriott in Makepeace, V. II, 344-345. Little India is today situated at Serangoon Road which is near the Rochor Canal, stretching from junction of Bukit Timah road to the junction of Balestier and Lavender Roads. The reason for the move to the Rochor area was due to several reasons, among them: the building of the racecourse in the early 1840s, Farrar Park (first race was run in 1843) for the Europeans who settled in the area; and most significantly cattle-rearing started by several merchants including a Venetian Jew from Calcutta by the name of I. R. Belilios who arrived in 1887. See Sharon Siddique and Nirmala Puru Shotam (1982) Singapore's Little India: Past, Present and Future. Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies.





�. For a comparative description, there is the journalist, T.J. Keaughran’s (1887)  Picturesque and Busy Singapore. written in 1887, 32.


Collyer Quay extends from the spit on which old Fort Fullerton formerly stood at the mouth of the river, in the direction of Tanjong Pagar for the distance of the third of a mile in a semi-elliptical form ; and along the whole line of the Quay is backed by an imposing block of buildings, of two lofty stories. A reclamation system carried out during the past eight years has converted the bay that was known as Teluk Ayer and which was formed by the curve in the shore between Collyer Quay and Mount Wallich*, by cutting a gap through between Mount Wallich and Mount Palmer and filling in the bay with the earth – into dry land; and now a magnificent broad road has been made extending from Collyer Quay to Tanjong Pagar almost in a straight line, bringing the distance within a little more than a mile, and at the same time saving three quarters of a mile of a circuit  round by the old road. The first portion of the road from Collyer Quay to Mount Palmer is Robinson Road, in compliment to Governor Sir William Robinson, during whose administrations the work was commenced, and beyond to Tanjong Pagar it is named Anson Road as a similar memorial to Colonel Anson’s government. The distance bridged over by the latter is five-eights of a mile. It has opened the way across a marsh, to which the reclamation system has been applied by…the Tanjong Pagar Land Company.


*I have taken the liberty of correcting Keaughran’s spelling of Mount Wallick to Mount Wallich.
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�. James Rennie (1933) Musings of JSMR, Mostly Malayan. Singapore: Malaya Publishing House, 172.


�. James Rennie confirms this, 152.





�. The foundation stone for The Cenotaph was laid on February 15th, 1920 by Sir Lawrence Nunns Guillemard, Governor of the Straits Settlements in the presence of Georges Clemenceau, Premier of France and Minister of War (1917-1919), also known as ‘The Tiger of France’ and Major General Sir D.H. Ridout. It was unveiled on March 31st, 1922 by the Prince of Wales accompanied by the later Earl Mountbatten of Burma. The WWII dead were added on the reverse side of the Monument. Such is the power of the art of mechanical reproduction, there are similar cenotaphs the world over—if one wished to purchase the plans from Sir Edwin Lutyens. The original Cenotaph is Sir Edwin Lutyen’s Whitehall Cenotaph in London near 10, Downing Street. The cenotaph was originally build of wood and plaster in 1919 and the 1920 version is made of Portland Stone. A similar cenotaph is found in London, Ontario (built 1929) and the plans were purchased from Sir Edwin Lutyens. Today, the Singaporean Cenotaph has suffered some wear and tear -- the latest culprits, being skateboarders.  





�. Ilsa Sharp (1985) The Singapore Cricket Club. Singapore: Singapore Cricket Club Publications. A letter was sent to the Singapore Free Press under the pseudonym ‘Z’ outraged by such behaviour on a Sunday. Sharp suggests the presence of fundamentalist Scots who were pillars of the business and municipal communities on the island as a reason. The lack of recorded games apparently were due to the politics of the Opium War and if games were played, they were carried under the auspices of special visits and important occasions, such as when Henry Keppel visited. 





�. John Cameron, (1865/1965) Our Tropical Possessions in Malayan India. Kuala Lumpur: Oxford University Press, 299.





�. Some confusion occurs here. Owen says that the 1861 Directory of the SCC indicates that the SCC was actually established in 1859. We must remember that the first game establishes the team as a Club. G. M. Dare writes in his journal that in July 1856, that although there was a cricket club, it was too hot to play. Dare, in Makepeace V.II, 545.





�. An active Singaporean, his wife who was also the first female motor driver in Singapore, was formerly married to the former secretary of the SCC, G.M.Dare. Owen has been described as “the popular and energetic Secretary of the Cricket and Sporting  Clubs, and an intrepid tiger-hunter [who has] recently shot another tiger, and that makes his fourth or fifth. He is very plucky, a man of steady nerve, and an excellent shot.” As told to J.T. Lloyd by a Mr. Bailey in the Singapore Club. The Straits Times Annual 1906-1907, 131.


�. Marriott in Makepeace, V. I, 357.


�. I say this in full knowledge of the multitudes of papers regarding colonialism and cricket.  No field is uncontested and C.L.R. James’s Beyond a Boundary is an eloquent memoir-study of cricket, racism, colonialism and West Indies self-determination. However, arguments concerning re-inscription within the colonial field, and cultural imperialist arguments are arguments for non-participation of any sport or activity outside one’s “pure culture” and even then, the search for origins and authenticity is a tricky one. James’s own memoir examines the cricket arena as the locus of political tensions colliding with his own fanatical passion for the sport. The September 2002 test cricket rankings are: Australia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, England, India, New Zealand, West Indies, Zimbabwe, and Bangladesh. If anything, today ‘White’ simply ends at the uniform (and even then, things have changed in that department). The current Captain of England’s cricket team is of Asian descent, Nasser Hussein was born in Chennai, India. Consider Nasser Hussein’s uncle, R. Abid Hussein who has been quoted on the internet Indian Weekly, The Week (July 11, 1999): “my nephew is now the captain of England, people ask me, 'If India and England clash, whom will you support?' My answer is India. My nephew might be the rival captain, but how can an Indian support any other team? But that doesn't lessen my pride in my nephew.” 





�. This is not to say that racism did not set in eventually – to re-cast an old saying, if one may be excused -- familiarity after all, breeds, contempt – but for the not-like-us. But consider a port such as Singapore -- a newly arrived person in 1850s Singapore, whether European, Jewish, Arab or Chinese would have first encountered the bewildering array of tongues and cultures – and would have sought familiarity in one’s own kind. For details on various Chinese societies or clubs (good or bad), see Abdullah Bin Abdul Kadir’s notes on the Thian Tai Huey secret society, the work of William Alexander Pickering, Protector of Chinese in Makepeace, V. I., 275-282 -- and Song Ong Siang’s One Hundred Years History of the Chinese in Singapore. Also see R. N. Jackson (1965) Pickering: Protector of Chinese. Kuala Lumpur: Oxford University Press. Travelers such as Isabella Bird made the same observations regarding the Chinese and their club houses in 1879. Yet Ms Bird would have also known by then of other clubs such as the elite Singapore Club at Fullerton Square (1861) which actually occupied the second floor of the Exchange Building and had remarkable views of the harbour, the German Teutonia Club (1856) which admitted both sexes, and the British Tanglin Club (1865) which excluded Jews and other races.   


 


�. There are two relevant measures here which Raffles laid out in the early years between 1819-1822. One was the instruction to William Farquhar in June 25th, 1819 that “The Chinese, Bugguese and other Foreign settlers are to be placed under the immediate superintendence of chiefs of their own tribes to be appointed by you, and those chiefs will be responsible to you for the police within their respective jurisdiction”. The other is found in the 1822 instructions for a Town Committee which states that “the committee will consist of three European Gentlemen and of a Representative from each of the principal classes of Arabs, Malays, Bugis, Javanese, and Chinese”. 





�. This was actually the house of Edward Boustead. Six persons attended however the rules were oddly draconian, penalizing those who did not attend with a fine of $2 Spanish dollars. Not surprisingly, there were tensions and the club did not last. See Buckley, 206-207.


�. The Eurasian community numbered 3,094 (1,509 males and 1,585 females) in 1881 and 3589 in 1891 (1,764 males and 1,825 females). In both cases it is interesting to note that there were more females than males. A detailed report of the Eurasian community in Singapore is given by A.H. Carlos in Makepeace, V. I, 363-374. Eurasian is of course mixed-race, usually Portuguese and Indian -- and Eurasian here is in keeping with the Domiciled Community in India and the Burghers in Ceylon (Sri Lanka).


 


�. Originally Dunman’s Green named after the Police superintendent, Thomas Dunman who retired in 1871. The land was actually donated by a Chan Hong Lim who had bought the land in 1876 and donated it to the Colonial government who in turn gave the land to the Straits Chinese community. It was developed into a park and recreation area for the Straits Chinese Recreation Club.





�. There were nine Jewish traders recorded in the 1830 census. One of the earliest merchants in Singapore (arrived in 1842) was the Oriental Jew, Abraham Solomon, who was born in Baghdad. He lived on the riverside, in Boat Quay and died on May 19th, 1884 – and was buried in the Jewish cemetery in Orchard Road. The Jewish community looked to him for leadership and wisdom. He was hospitable but was careful not to dine too much with Christians, having suffered some brutality at the hands of English officers elsewhere. See J.T. Thomson (1864/1991) Glimpses into Life in Malayan Lands. Singapore: Oxford University Press, 252-249.  By 1881, there were 204 Jewish residents in Singapore, and by 1930, 877.  The first Jewish Synagogue was actually erected in the forties in Synagogue Street. It became too small and a second one was built at Waterloo Street (the Maghain Aboth Synagogue) and opened for services on April 4th 1878. Eventually yet another synagogue was constructed in Oxley Rise (Chesed El Synagogue). The building of the synagogues was often the initiative of the merchant, Mr Manasseh Meyer (Meyer Brothers, established 1873). See Makepeace, V.II, 274-275. A good introduction to the Jewish community in Singapore is through Eze Nathan’s (1986) The History of Jews in Singapore 1830-1945. Singapore: Singapore Herbilu Editorial and Marketing Services. On the old synagogue off South Canal Road, Nathan writes:


For about 30 years, it served the little community as a place for divine worship. Then, it was sold as a shophouse. I visited the premises in 1938 and was most courteously welcomed by the Chinese occupants who showed me around. They told me how happy they were to live in a house that had once been a house of prayer for the Orang Jaudee (Jewish People). They felt it was a house of good omen and revered it, especially the Ahel (Ark room) which they had left untouched. They considered it an altar and respected it. (See pages 2-3)


The house was demolished after World War II making way for a power transformer.  Mostly Sephardi Jews, the community today of 300 Jewish people continue to thrive, worship at both synagogues in Waterloo Street and Oxley Rise, and be involved in education and community work. One of Singapore’s most fiery and eloquent political leaders prior to Independence was the Sephardi Jew David Marshall (March 12th, 1908 - December 12th, 1995) who was appointed as Singapore’s first Chief Minister, “I am both a Jew and an Asian”. Despite the tensions of Post-Independence politics (he was the opposition), he became the Ambassador to France, Spain, Portugal and Switzerland from 1978 to 1993. His political flamboyance was matched by his fashion sense – he always wore an orchid in his lapel and was known as the ‘Ambassador with an Orchid’.  See Chan Heng Chee (1984) A Sensation of Independence: A Political Biography of David Marshall. Singapore: Oxford University Press.
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�. The discussion in this section is drawn from J.T. Thomson (1864/1991) Glimpses into Life in Malayan Lands. Singapore: Oxford University Press, 60-65. 
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