Chronology
1819, Jan. 28
Raffles lands at Singapore [M04v2p587-609]

1819,  Feb. 6

Sir Stanford Raffles took formal possession of Singapore from their Highnesses the Sultan Hussein Muhammed Shad of Johore and Dato Temenggong Sri Maharaja Abdul Rahman of Singapoora ?(sic) [C01p20]

1823, June 9

Raffles leaves Singapore [T01p22]
1824 Jan. 
The Singapore Chronicle newspaper established [M04v2p587-609]. First census

1824, March 17
signing of the Anglo-Dutch Treaty of London by which the Dutch recognized British claims to Singapore and also ceded Malacca to them [T01p27-8] in exchange for Bencoolen [M02p104]

1826


the EIC formed the Presidency of the Straits Settlements by joining Singapore, Malacca and Penang with the capital at Penang [T01p33] This was the fourth Presidency of India [M02p104]

1826 April 17 
the first steamship calls at Singapore, the Dutch ship Van der Capellan [M04v2p587-609]

1826, July
Raffles dies. [T01p30]

1830
May 25
Singapore, Penang and Malacca put under Bengal. [M04v2p587-609]

1832 Dec.
seat of government transferred from Penang to Singapore [M04v2p587-609]

1835 Oct.
the first issue of the newspaper, Singapore Free press and Mercantile Adviser [M04v2p587-609]

1836 Aug. 31

soda water first advertised. [M04v2p587-609]

1837 Feb. 8 Chamber of Commerce established. [M04v2p587-609]

1839 May
First vessel built in Singapore launched. [M04v2p587-609]

1840 Oct. 30 
The H.C.S. Nemesis arrives, being the first steamer via the Cape of Good Hope. [M04v2p587-609]

1840


American trade no longer excluded, start of influx of American traders [T01p39]

1845 July 15

The Straits Times appears as a weekly paper.  [M04v2p587-609]

1845 Aug. 4 

the first P. & O. mail arrives [M04v2p587-609]

1846 Dec. 18

Labuan ceded to the British. 1846 Dec. [M04v2p587-609]

1846 Dec. 18

first Directory compiled by R. C. Woods is published. 1846 Dec. [M04v2p587-609]

1847
Sept

start of an commercial crisis which saw the ruin of many firms in London and the East [M02p5]

1856


capial of the Straits Settlements moved from Penang to Singapore [T01p36]

page 672 talks about the 1857 crisis that toppled business after business?

1 October 1857 sees a world-wide banking crisis starts in the US when banks are forced to suspend specie payments. The effects are felt in European, especially in Great British and Germany. The recovery from this crisis is swift

1859 Nov. 24

First telegraph between Singapore and Batavia. [M04v2p587-609]

1859


First dry-dock opened in Singapore [T01p40]

1863 Jan. 1
the stamp act brought into force. [M04v2p587-609]

1864


the worst year of the boom burst of the 1860s and saw many firms go under. [T01p43]

1865-1866

commercial crisis affecting commerce of Bambay and East India, owing to the failure of many London banks [m02p35+60]

1867, April 1
Straits Settlements, Singapore and Penang become a Crown Colony [p103]

1869
opening of Suez Canal resulted in an immediate boom in the commerce of Singapore.  It increased her role as a coaling station for the steamers.  The Straits of Malacca replace the Sunda Straits as the sea route between the Far East and Europe  [T01p83+88]

1871 Jan. 5

Penang- Madras telegraph cable opened. [M04v2p587-609]

1871 March 16
King of Siam visits.

1871 June 10
Singapore –Hong Kong telegraph cable opened. [M04v2p587-609]

1872 May 18
first issue of 5, 10 and 20 cent coins. [M04v2p587-609]

1872 Aug. 6

Malacca Weekly News established. [M04v2p587-609]

1873 Nov. 18

inauguration of the Eastern and Australian line of mail steamers. [M04v2p587-609]

1874 Feb. 3
local postage reduced to 2 cents for half ounce. [M04v2p587-609]

1875 April 1
overland parcel post comes into operation. [M04v2p587-609]

1877 April 1
Straits Settlements admitted to the U.P.U. [M04v2p587-609]

1877 April 7 Penang- Rangoon telegraphic cable completed. [M04v2p587-609]
1880 Feb. 1
Packet service via Southampton ceased. [M04v2p587-609]

1881 May
the Singapore and Penang Chambers of Commerce advise the cessation of the mail subsidy to the B. I. Steam navigation Co. [M04v2p587-609]

1881 June 1
the Telephone Exchange opens. [M04v2p587-609]

1881
July 1
postage between Singapore and Penang reduced to 4 cents per ounce. [M04v2p587-609]
1884 May 1
2-cent post-card issued and newspaper rate reduced to 2 cents.

1884 Dec. 15

first issue of local post-cards. [M04v2p587-609]

1884


commercial crisis, owing to the failure of the coffee and sugar crops [M02p125]

1885 Oct. 1
parcel post between Singapore and the U.K. introduced. [M04v2p587-609]

1886
Jan. 7 
Cocos-Keeling Islands transferred to the Government of the Straits Settlements. [M04v2p587-609]

1886 Aug. 7
The Oder, the first vessel of the N.D.L. mail steamers arrived in Singapore en route for China. [M04v2p587-609]

1889 Jan. 13 
SS. Chow Phya and S.S. Phya Pekhet colliusion. [M04v2p587-609]

1890 Aug. 12 
Collision of S.S. Chow Phya with S.S. Sappho. [M04v2p587-609]

1890 Dec. 20

Establishment in Singapore of the Deutsche Dampfschiffs Rhederei [Hamburg mail steamers]. [M04v2p587-609]

1891
Jan 1

rate of postage on letters reduced. [M04v2p587-609]

1894 Oct. 16 
British dollar sanctioned for both the Straits and Hong Kong. [M04v2p587-609]

1896 July 1
the Federation of the Protected Malay States came into operations. [M04v2p587-609]

1898 Aug. 6
M.M. S.S. Indus reduces the record from Colombo to four days and half an hour. [M04v2p587-609]

1898 Dec. 25

Imperial penny post (4 cents) came into operations. [M04v2p587-609]

1902 Feb. 12

B. I. mail service via Negapatam commenced. [M04v2p587-609]

1903 Sept. 7

Arrival of the Koning Wilhelm, the first steamer of the Dutch mail line. [M04v2p587-609]

1903 Sept 9
N.D.L. to Australia inaugurated. [M04v2p587-609]

1903 Oct. 1
Mail service from Europe to the Far East inaugurated via Siberia. [M04v2p587-609]

1903 Oct 3 
Arrival of the new Straits dollar. [M04v2p587-609]
1904 Aug. 18
the B.I.S.N. mail contract signed. [M04v2p587-609]

1906 Nov. 13

$1 notes issued. [M04v2p587-609]

1907 May 21

P. & O. mail arrives after 20 days out. [M04v2p587-609]

1909 Mar. 10

By treaty: Kelantan, Trengganu, Kedah and Perlis come under British protection. [M04v2p587-609]
1914 Aug. 4

WWI begins. [M04v2p587-609]

1914 Aug

WWI German residents were interned, ships seized and property taken over [T01p125] The 1914-18 war saw the elimination of German firms in Singapore being replaced mainly by American and Jsapanese. [C01p194]

1942 Feb 15
Japanese capture Singapore on a Sunday

1945 Aug 15
Japan’s formal surrender

1945 Sep 5
British warships arrive and land troops

1945 Sep 12
Formal surrender of Japanese forces in Singapore

