Chop 1 -- No idea.  The characters are blurred.

Chop 2 -- The top character is "Bo" (meaning "precious") and the bottom part of the other character is missing.  I think that's part of the entire company name.

Chop 3 -- My guess is the three characters are part of the name of an association.

Chop 4 -- The three characters are "Sun Yu Lung", which are very likely the name of the trading house.

Chop 5 -- It looks like it's the chop of a newspaper.

Chop 6 -- Some parts of the characters are missing and so I can't tell what they say.

Chop 7 -- The only character that I recognise from the chop is "Tai". Also probably part of the company name.

Chops 8 & 9 -- Don't know what they say.

Chop 10 -- "Eighteen".  Who knows what they refer to?

Chop 11 -- Looks more like the ending of a sentence (the beginning part is missing) rather than the name of a trading company.

Chop 12 -- The words are "Gong See" (meaning "company").

Chop 13 -- The characters are "Mau Kum".  Probably the Chinese translation of the English words on the stamps.

Chop 15 -- Don't know.

Chop 16 -- They are the Chinese translation of the English words on the stamp.

Chop 18 -- Don't know.

Chop 19 -- They say "Fuk Lung", which sounds like the name of a company.

Chop 20 -- The Chinese characters probably say "Hong Kong".

Chop 21 -- Probably say "Singapore".

Hope the information is of help to your friend.

Mike,

Sorry I was unable to reply early as I was in a 3-day meeting early this

week.

Some of the Chinese characters in these stamps are illegible. I will

indicate if translation is only a guess.

All the Chinese characters in these stamps are traditional Chinese

characters (used in Taiwan and Hong Kong), not the simplified Chinese

characters as used in Singapore and China. The Chinese characters in the

note below are simplified Chinese characters as I only have simplified

Chinese wordprocessor.

Chop01 and Chop05: These 3 stamps have the same 3 three characters ?·±¨1Y. The first character ?· means Singapore. Singapore was known as êˉ?·?? instead of D??ó?? which is being used now. Second character (±¨) means newspaper. Third character means a house, a place or a hall. Second and third characters combined (±¨1Y) means newspaper printing house. So these three characters  mean Singapore newspapers printing house. The first two characters (?·±¨) actually is the name of earliest Chinese newspaper in Singapore. The first character (?·) is the transliteration of the "lat" in the Malay word "Selat" which means strait. Mike

Chop02: First character resembles the word êμ in its simplified form, meaning solid. Second character resemble the word μ?, meaning solid. So êμμ? means solid point.

Chop03: The first character are D-·￠1?(??). The missing forth character is ??. Third and fourth characters combined means company. First two characters (D-·￠) are the name of the company. D- mean jointly. ·￠ means prosperous.

Chop04: These three characters D??￡?? is the name of a company. First character D? means new. Second character ?￡ means abundant, plentiful. Third character ?? also means prosperous, thriving. Actually ?￡?? is also the name of a queen consort in Qing dynasty.

Chop06: First two characters are 1???, a province in China known as Guangdong today. The third and fourth characters are illegible.

Chop07: This stamp should be inverted. The first character is illegible. Second character is ì? which has several meanings: safe, peaceful, extreme, most.

Chop08: I believe the lower character is not used today, need to check against a Kangxi dictionary published during Qing dynasty .. Upper character ?? means department (under a ministry).

Chop09: The first character ?¨ could the second character of the words ó??¨ which means "revenue stamp". Second, third and fourth means 26th day.

Chop10: First calligraphical character is illegible. Second, third and forth characters mean 18th day.

Chop11: These three calligraphical characters are the transliteration of a British company name called Guthrie set up in 183x. 

Chop12: The word 1??? means company

Chop13: The words ???ˉ is the name of a company. ?? means brocade, bright and beautiful. ?ˉ mean luxuriant; exuberant; profuse.

Chop 16: First character is the name of a person ??. Second and third charactersD?μü means brothers. Last two characters 1??? means company. It means Yang and Brothers Company.

Chop 18: The characters look like 917 or 9/7.

Chaop 19: The words ?￡?? is probably the name of a company. The character ?￡ means good fortune; blessing; happiness. Second character ?? means ?? means prosperous, thriving.

Chop 20: The character appears to be "2é" meaning check; investigate.

Chop 21: Appears to be êˉ?·?? which is the old name of Singapore.

